
EDITORIAL (English) 

One year of research and publication on democracy and governance 
in Africa 

In line with its objectives, the Institute for Democracy, Governance, Peace and 
Development in Africa (IDGPA) launched the International Journal of Democracy 
and Governance (RADG). The first issue of the first volume came out in April 2014. 
The second and third issues, in one edition, were published in September and were 
dedicated to Nelson Mandela in recognition for his extraordinary contribution to 
humanity. Since its publication of the present issue coincides with the end of the 
year 2014 and the beginning of 2015, I would like to express our compliments and 
convey our compliments to those who have assisted us in this journey. 

I am indebted to all the members of IDGPA, the board, the management and the 
office of the coordination of IDGPA for the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
in Kinshasa. Frantz Fanon rightly pointed out that Africa resembled a gun with a 
trigger on Congo, formerly known as Zaïre. The DRC represents Africa with its 
hopes but also its despairs, problems and challenges. Despite the problems that 
rose, as expected, with regard to the publication of an international journal in the 
DRC, the members of IDGPA resolved that because of those problems, the journal 
should be published in this country. I wish to thank them for their commitment, 
sacrifices and devotion to good governance, peace, development and democracy 
which are a sine qua non for an African renaissance.

I also thank the members of the editorial board of the Journal. Our dream to 
establish a premier scientific, international, bilingual, interdisciplinary  and trans 
disciplinary social sciences journal that contributes to promoting good governance, 
democracy, peace and development so much needed for an African renaissance in 
the 21st century would never have come true without the contribution of all those 
academics and researchers who spontaneously agreed to join us and ensure that 
the journal comply with the highest quality standards required from any reputable 
international journal. According to one of these standards, all articles have to be 
anonymously and independently peer-reviewed prior to their publication in the 
journal. The standard we set was so high that an article had to be assessed and 
recommended by at least three independent peer-reviewers for it to be published 
in the journal. 

From the beginning, we were lucky to rely on eminent colleagues in the 
academia and researchers affiliated with universities or research institutions in 
South Africa, Benin, Burkina Faso, Canada, Côte d’Ivoire, United States, France, 
Kenya, Gabon, Niger, Nigeria, DRC, Senegal, Togo, and Zambia. Over 50 African 
academics availed themselves and accepted to anonymously assess the scientific 
quality of the manuscripts submitted for publication in the journal and they did 
it free of charge. I would like to thank them for their exceptional contribution. 
However, one of the challenges faced by any journal is to have authors who 
accept to submit their articles for publication. The submission of manuscripts for 
publication in a journal generally depends on how it is valued by the authors and 
the readers.
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During this first year of the existence of the journal, around one hundred 
manuscripts were submitted for publication but only a quarter (23) was published 
on recommendation by anonymous and independent peer-reviewers. 

The African, international, bilingual, trans-disciplinary and multidisciplinary 
feature of the Journal derives from the geographical and disciplinary origin of the 
authors of articles, their professional affiliation, the scope of the themes and the 
languages used. 

The authors of the selected articles were African academics or researchers based 
in Africa and even outside the continent.  Articles were therefore received from 
South Africa (Carlson Anyangwe, Walter Sisulu University ; Etienne Mutabazi, 
Babatunde Fagbayibo, University of South Africa), Germany  (Yves Junior 
Mazanza Lumingu & Justin Monsenepwo Mwakwaye, Julius - Maximilians-
Universitat Wurzburg),  Belgium (Abbé Jean-Pierre Mbelu Babanya Kabudi, 
Nivelles), Benin (Gérard Aivo, Université d’Abomey Calavi, Cotonou), Cote 
d’Ivoire (Metan Toure Bienvenu, Université Alassane Ouattara de Bouake), 
United States of America (Junior Kabange Nkongolo, Baltimore, Maryland; 
Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), Ethiopia 
(Mohammed Yimer Tegegne, Arba Minch University; Bamlaku Tadesse,  Fekadu 
Beyene, Richard Wentzell & Workineh Kassa, Haramaya University) ; Kenya 
(Frederick Oduor Ogenga, Rondo University College;  June  Wanjiru Gichuki, 
United States International University), and DRC (Emile Muadimanga Ilunga, 
Kinshasa ; Achille Umba di Mamona, Kinshasa ; Abbé Bertin Beya Malengu, 
Université catholique de Kinshasa ; Pierre Akele Adau, Ambroise Kamukuny 
Mukinay & Félicien Kalala Mupingani, Université de Kinshasa). These articles 
were published in French or in English with abstracts provided in another 
language.  With regard to the inter, trans-multidisciplinary and multidisciplinary 
feature of this social sciences journal, articles published in the first four issues were 
submitted by jurists, political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, economists, 
philosophers, experts in management and communication and all these articles 
dealt with issues of governance, peace, development and democracy.

The present issue of the journal contains eight articles in addition to the 
editorial. The first article is written by Carlson Anyangwe, Walter Sisulu University 
in South Africa. It examines the role of law in green economy as a response to 
environmental challenges. According to the author, green economy is first a 
strategy of job creation and economic growth and also a tool for environmental 
protection. Law as a mechanism of social engineering plays a critical role in 
any human activity. Unfortunately, it is still to play a meaningful role in green 
economy. 

The second article is from Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja, University of North 
Carolina, United States. Author of a recent book on Patrice Lumumba (Ohio 
University Press, 2014), Nzongola-Ntalaja reflects on the ideology of panafricanism 
and its development since African countries acceded to independence up to the 
establishment of the African Union (AU) that superseded the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). He explains the respective weaknesses and strengths of 
these two regional bodies. Some progress was made as independence was granted 
to all African countries and the white minority rule dismantled across the continent. 

However, little has been achieved in terms of socio-economic development 
and the well-being of African people. According to Nzongola-Ntalaja, Africa 
needs panafricanist and democratic leaders with a strong political will to promote 
values to which activist scholars like W.E.Du Bois devoted their lifetime. 
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On the other hand, like many other African countries, Ethiopia has been 
devastated by ethnic conflicts since independence. The settlement of these conflicts 
is critical for state reconstruction. In their article based on empirical in Eastern 
Ethiopia,  Bamlaku Tadesse, Fekadu Beyene, Richard  Wentzell et Workineh 
Kassa, all from Hamaraya University in Ethiopia, deal with conflicts among 
pastoral groups, namely the Issa, Affar and Ittu. They describe these conflicts, 
investigate their causes and make a number of recommendations regarding their 
long term settlement.

The Nile River is also a source of conflicts among riparian states. Mohammed 
Yimer Tegegne, from Arba Minch University in Ethiopia, reflects on the « Nile 
hydro-politics », the new dynamics that affect the regional balance of power 
in the Nile Bassin, and the state of « neither war nor peace » that characterises 
international relations among riparian states in general and between Ethiopia and 
Egypt as hegemonic power in the region. 

An unequal and unfair tax system that is based on the repression and harassment 
of taxpayers can also give rise to conflicts.  Achille Umba di Mamona, from 
Kinshasa, assesses the tax system in the DRC and its impact on taxpayers. He 
argues for a just and fair system that can promote solidarity and contribute to 
economic growth. 

As for Metan Touré Bienvenu from University Alassane Ouattara of Bouake 
in Côte d’Ivoire, his article deals with « imposture » in politics through a cross 
–reading of Machiavel and Rousseau who advocated realpolitik and idealpolitik 
respectively. The author argues that politicians are generally « imposters », liars 
and manipulators who hide behind the masks to seduce the people. Although 
«imposture » cannot be totally excluded from politics, the author advises them to 
find a middle ground between realpolitik and idealpolitik where morale and ethics 
also become part and parcel of the political game. 

In her article on African state sovereignty and the International Criminal Court, 
June Wanjiru Gichuki of the United States International University of Nairobi, 
Kenya, holds that until recently, state sovereignty was the prioritizing dogma 
in world affairs with human rights violations taking a back seat. Under the 
Rome Statute establishing the International Criminal Court, state sovereignty is 
not absolute and the protection of human rights or individual sovereignty is taken 
seriously as this Court is mandated to prosecute and punish the authors of the 
most serious international crimes, namely genocide, war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and crime of aggression. 

With regard to political governance and democracy, one of the issues which 
were the most debated in Africa in 2014 related to constitutional amendments 
or change to allow incumbent presidents in the second and last constitutional 
term to rule for a third term yet outlawed by the constitutions in force of the 
concerned countries. Benin was already known as one of the shining examples of 
constitutionalism and democracy in Africa since its successful national conference 
which was held in 1990. 

The Constitutional Court of Benin recently made history by bringing to an end 
the debate on the third term by declaring it in violation of the Constitution. The 
last article of this issue revisits this progressive jurisprudence of the Constitutional 
Court of Benin and draws lessons for constitutional courts and even citizens in 
other African countries. 
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The survival of the Journal is still facing confronted to the thorny problem of 
funding. To date, the publication was only made possible through the generous 
contribution of some members of IDGPA. 
Here is a call to those interested in research, good governance, democracy, peace 
and development in Africa to support the Journal. On the other hand, to reduce 
publication costs, only the abstracts of articles will be posted on the website of the 
Institute (www.idgpa.org/publications). Payment will be required to access full 
articles.

Finally, I wish to present our best wishes for a successful 2015 to the members 
of the editorial board and of the IDGPA, to all those who trust us by submitting 
their manuscripts for publication in the Journal and those who will continue to do 
so in the future, to those who contributed in one way or another, to our readers, all 
the pan Africanists and to the citizens of the world, particularly those from Africa.

André Mbata Mangu
Editor-in-chief

http://www.idgpa.org
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